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nothing affected or limp. In person he was
short rather than tall, erect, brisk, bearded,
-intensely masculine. While he shone in
expression and would have wished his s*yle
to be noble if it could also be strong, he
preferred in the end to be spontaneous, and
to leave it at that; he tolerated slang in
himself rather than primness. The rough,
homely, picturesque phrase, whatever was
graphic and racy, recommended itself to
him ; and his conversation outdid his writing
in this respect. He believed in improvisa-
tion, even in thought; his lectures were
not minutely prepared. Know your subject
thoroughly, he used to say, and trust to
luck for the rest. There was a deep sense
of insecurity in him, a mixture of humility
with romanticism : we were likely to be
more or less wrong anyhow, but we might
be wholly sincere. One moment should
respect the insight of another, without try-
ing to establish too regimental a uniformity.
If you corrected yourself tartly, how could
you know that the correction was not the
worse mistake ? All our opinions were bom
free and equal, all children of the Lord, and
if they were not consistent that was the Lord's